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“I’d like to tell you why I believe that Bedford, Massachusetts is one of the
greatest communities for young people.

Academically, our school system is ranked among the State’s best, and prepares
each of us very well for college. | know this is true, not only because of rigorous
classes, homework and studies, but also because | have an older brother who is
doing very well in college, and a Dad who is a middle school teacher.

While Bedford is only about 15,000 people, socially, our schools merge kids
raised in our town, kids from the local Airforce Base (Hanscom) many of whom
have lived all over the world, and kids bussed in from the City of Boston,
teaching us all about different ways of living and how to get along.

Bedford offers so many activities for young people. Sports and art and music are
available at school, without extra cost like many other schools. We have a Town
Recreation Department that puts together great programs for fun, exercise and
learning. We have a town pool, Springs Brook. We have a town swim and tennis
club, Wedgewood. There’s even a skate park! Also, everybody loves the paved
bike path (for bicycles or roller blades, or a leisurely walk) that connects Bedford
with its surrounding towns.

We have great restaurants that serve many different kinds of foods (Dalya’s, Café
Luigi, Ginger, Asiana, The Great Wall and The Lemon Tree). All of those places
welcome us kids on school half-days for lunch or snacks. One of my favorite
places is Bedford Farms, a homemade ice cream stand. They make great black
raspberry.

The flag that represents Bedford is the first flag that was ever made. We celebrate
our town’s historic involvement in the Revolutionary War with proud displays of
that flag on major holidays, and on Bedford Day (a Saturday in the middle of
September when we have a parade and a festival with music, food and games).
Bedford is great!”

“Bedford has many opportunities available that have made my experience at
Bedford enriching and exciting. | have had the opportunity to be a leader through
programs like Junior Mentors (high school juniors mentoring freshmen), Peer
Mentoring (high school students mentoring middle school students), and Peer



Leaders (upperclassmen acting as role models to underclassmen). Other
leadership opportunities are available through Bedford’s Rotary Youth club, as
well. The Bedford music program has allowed me to expand my musical ability
beyond my main instrument, piano, by having an orchestra, band, and various
choral groups. I play violin in the school orchestra and am the piano accompanist
to the Madrigal singers. While other schools have cut music programs, Bedford’s
Patrons of Music Students (POMS) organization has kept Bedford’s strong. My
interest in literature and creative writing has been affirmed by being a writer for
the school newspaper, a member of the literary magazine, Stylus, and an attendee
at school wide Poetry Slams. The Bedford community also has rich resources for
students. The Bedford historical society and the public library have helped me
immensely in school projects, providing materials and teaching me valuable
research skills. I am interested in filmmaking for a career, and luckily the Bedford
Community Access Television station provides internships for high school
students like me. The Bedford community is full of adults who are willing to offer
help and guidance to youth, as well. From the coordinator of the Youth & Family
Services who always tells me about leadership opportunities to the librarians who
help me with research projects, people in Bedford truly care about the well-being
of others. The great programs and the caring people in Bedford make it one of the
best communities in America.”

“The town of Bedford is a remarkable place with a tight knit community. The
high level of academics, sports, and various amounts of activities offered in this
community make for a better overall living. I am currently a junior, and with
college not too far off | have begun to open my eyes to what is offered in my
community. The key to success starts in Bedford High School. Almost every day
on the announcements is an activity one can get involved in, such as a program
for middle school girls called Girl Talk, Dollars for Scholars, Bedford Santa, and
so on. By taking part in extracurricular activities and sports | have managed to be
successful in and out of school. I am a member of both the Varsity Soccer team as
well was Varsity Lacrosse. During each of these seasons countless sales and
events take place. For example, our town has Bedford Day, which is a time for
every club and association to get their name out there and their businesses
running. Our soccer team has a booth which sells clothes and invites members of
the community to understand more about the team. By taking part in athletics and
events offered in my community, makes for a tight schedule but always allows for
me to remain on task. I truly am grateful for the connection of the town activities
to the high school, for it makes for an easy sign up process and involvement in
activities offered in the community. “



“The age of middle school pressures every teen to try and fit in. Bedford has
consistently provided abundant activities and opportunities that will inspire their
creativity while channeling their talents and skills to the best that they can be.
Whatever your sport, whatever your skill, you will never be alone. Bedford truly
has that community feel, which is valued by many, many teens | know. | was
elected vice president in student council this year. From this experience, | have
gained a huge amount of leadership and responsibility, as well as much
confidence. | have participated in the yearbook committee, which was great
socially and for organizational and creative skills. Sports teams have taught me
what it feels like to be on a team, and how working together always ends up being
a blast. 1’ve been dancing for ten years now at my local studio, and it is my
biggest hobby and one of my favorite things to do. I’ve been on the club team for
volleyball as well as swimming and tennis. This list could go on and on. But
what’s important to me is that I’m always having fun, and what | take away from
everything I do in Bedford is irreplaceable.

In a one big, happy nutshell, Bedford is an absolutely wonderful community. It
offers opportunities to all ages and people, and | personally have learned so much
from all of my experiences here. Although 1 won’t be in Bedford forever, I will
certainly never ever forget it.”

“Bedford is, really, just a great town in general. For a small town outside of
Boston, there seems to be a lot going on! And for a city guy like me, that's
wonderful! They have lots of programs, such as peer mentoring, where you hang
out with high schoolers! Or BCAT where you work with the local television
network on how to produce real TV Shows! All of these are conveniently right
after school, but it may be hard to get there because of the great selection of after
school extra-curricular activities! Bedford is never too far from anything you
need! C'est la Bedford!”



