The accomplishments of Joseph R. Piantedosi go far beyond what can be written in a few
paragraphs or read out in an evening’s celebration. Joe’s actions for more than thirty years have
added enduring value to the quality of life in Bedford, and in doing this, his efforts stand apart
because they have always been carried out with attentiveness and sensitivity to concerns of
residents. His successes, now Bedford’s, could not have happened without his patience and
endurance over many nights, weekends and holidays of telephone calls, emails and day and
evening meetings.

Through his foresight and follow-through, Joe has been a superb mediator, wading headlong into
contentious issues and working to bring all sides to consensus. His involvement in civic affairs
for more than a third of a century has been characterized by clear vision, hard work and true
affection for the community. The depth of his commitment during the past three-and-a-half
decades has been unrivalled in the town.

Joe’s five - term Selectmen’s service from 1989-2004 was replete with a range of choices,
priorities and issues. Throughout that period, Selectman Piantedosi’s response was consistent —
undertake thorough research, consider all points of view, and strive for conciliation while taking
the best route for the town. The range of concerns covered the gamut, including youth center,
sign bylaw, information systems, sidewalks, arbor resources, fiscal planning and coordinating.
There was — typical of his hands on get the work done attitude -- a time when he joined
neighbors, leading a clean up after heavy rains to remove rubbish from the EIm Brook to prevent
an overflow.

His Bedford political career began in 1985 as a member and later Chair of the Zoning Board of
Appeals. As a private citizen in the early eighties, his entrée into the sphere of local
governmental action had begun when he spearheaded support for installation of sewers
throughout the West Bedford neighborhood.  Slow, steady organization and planning resulted in
an improved quality of life for hundreds of households.

Depot Park has benefitted from Joe’s efforts. He worked closely with others to get some $1.65
million in funding for the improvements from both Federal and State and local sources, guiding
it through a maze of hurdles. He continues on the Depot Park Advisory Committee to oversee
the final stages of the improvements and the reopening of the services there.

Most recently Joe has been involved with even more additional projects and efforts important to
Bedford’s community life. The renewed participation in celebration of patriotic holiday
observances, and the SUAsSCO River Stewardship Council are among them.

Throughout these tireless years, Joe Piantedosi has embodied all the qualities of a loyal,
dedicated and giving citizen of Bedford. He is most deserving of the Citizen of the Year honor,
one which Bedford bestows with deep appreciation.



