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how to prepare paper:
u 	Place mixed paper in brown paper bags on top  
	 of recycle bin with containers, or use recycling  
	 bin for paper only  
u 	 Shredded paper must be put in a paper bag  
	 and stapled closed. Put in recycle bin on top  
	 of containers

no need to remove...			 
...staples, paper clips, metal spirals, 			 
or plastic windows on envelopes.

how to prepare containers:
u 	RINSE CLEAN ALL CONTAINERS
u 	Collars, neck rings & labels ok 
u 	Crush rinsed plastic and aseptic containers
u 	Remove all straws and dispose of separately
u 	Rigid Plastics: Certain items such as laundry 		
	 baskets and children’s outdoor toys are made 
	 from rigid plastics. These items should be 		
	 cut into pieces 30” or less and placed in a bin  
	 or labeled barrel for recycling.

how to prepare yard waste:
u 	Place leaves in brown kraft paper leaf bags at 	
	 the curb on Monday of each of the four leaf 		
	 collection weeks indicated by the shading on the 	
	 recycling calendar. The bags will be picked up at 
 	 varying points during the week. See shaded 		
	 area in the recycling calendar for weeks when 	
	 yard waste will be collected at curb

paper & cardboard:
Bedford operates a dual stream system: paper must  
be separated from plastic, metal and glass containers. 
Mixed paper in a paper bag can be placed on top of  
the recycling bin with your cans and bottles. Keep paper 
free of food and plastic wrapping. NO PLASTIC BAGS!

glass, metal & plastic containers:
Place rinsed containers loose in your grey bin, no plastic 
bags.  OK to include plastic and metal caps and lids.
 

leaf & yard waste:  
Curbside or drop-off 
Collected yard waste in Bedford is turned  
into compost that is used on Town projects.   
For four weeks in the fall, leaves are collected  
at the curb by Republic Services.  On 
scheduled days in the spring and fall, yard 
waste can be dropped off at the Bedford  
seasonal storage facility, 
108 Carlisle Road from 9am-12noon.  
See attached calendar for reference.

Bedford Recycling Guidelines	 	  “Recycle Every Week in Bedford”
Why Recycle?
Recycling is important in Bedford because it 
saves energy, cuts down on pollutants, and 
creates jobs. In Bedford, the Town receives 
a credit for the paper that it collects, and it 
costs less to recycle than it does to dispose 
of trash.   

Important Recycling 
Instructions
u	 Each home should have a recycling bin.
u	 Recycling bins can be purchased at the 	
	 Department of Public Works  
	 (314 Great Road.) for $7. 
u	 Commingled recyclables (plastic, glass, 	
	 and metal) should be placed in the  
	 bottom of the bin, and any paper  
	 products or cardboard should be put 	
	 in a paper bag that is placed on top of 	
	 the other recyclables.Paper can also be 	
	 placed in its own bin.	
u	 Plastic barrels can be used as recycling 	
	 bins if labeled with a recycling sticker 	
	 (free at the DPW). 

Bedford Composting 
 In accordance with State regulations, leaves 
and yard waste are banned from dispos-
al as refuse. On several Saturdays and  
Wednesdays residents are able to bring their 
yard waste to the seasonal storage facility at 
108 Carlisle Road from 9am-12 noon. See 
the Collection Calendar on this page for  
specific dates. 

Special Event Days:
The Department of Public Works hosts  
Drop-off event days twice a year that are 
free for residents, sponsored by Republic 
Services.  Paper shredding services and 
Styrofoam collection are available both 
events, while electronic waste is collected in 
the spring and scrap metal in the fall. Details 
about these collections are available at: 
www.bedfordma.gov/refuse-and-recycling

what to recycle:
u 	Newspapers/inserts
u­ 	Magazines, phone books and catalogs
u 	Junk mail/office paper
u 	CLEAN  pizza box cardboard only: no 	
	 food stains
u 	Paper cartons- milk, juice, drink boxes
u 	Paperboard (cereal boxes, shoe boxes)
u 	Corrugated cardboard must be flattened 	
	 and cut or ripped to 36”x36” or less. 		
	 Multiple pieces must be tied/bundles 		
	 together, or placed under or between 	
	 recycling bins
u 	No need to remove staples, envelope 	
	 windows paper clips, metal spirals, or tape

recycle more containers:
u 	Residents can use any plastic barrel for 	
	 recycling glass, metal, & plastic containers. 
 	 Obtain a recycling sticker (314 Great Road 	
	 front desk) to stick on barrel. Face sticker 	
	 towards street.
u 	Glass food and beverage containers
u 	Deposit and non-deposit beverage cans
u 	Metal food cans, lids, and caps
u 	Aluminum pie plates and trays 
u 	All 1-7 plastic containers only (look for  
	 symbol on bottom of containers)
u 	No Styrofoam trays or blocks. Consider saving 	
	 them for our special collection day (see left)
u 	NO PLASTIC BAGS! Bring to grocery store.
 

what is yard waste?
u 	Leaves, grass clippings, dead flowering 	
	 plants, pine needles, organic vegetation, 	
	 brush 1” diameter or less.
u 	Place leaves and branches less than 1” 	
	 in kraft paper bags or open barrels with 	
	 no lids. Place separately from trash and 	
	 recycling.

w w w . b e d f o r d m a . g o v / r e f u s e - a n d - r e c y c l i n g

BEDFORD COLLECTION 
CALENDAR 2014-2015 

Observed Holidays (No collection) Pickup Tuesday

See shaded area in the recycling calendar  
for weeks when yard waste will be  

collected at the curb.

Curbside Yard Waste Collections

////  Yard Waste Dropoff

DPW Special Event Days

do not include:
u 	Corks and broken glass
u 	Styrofoam packaging
u 	Aluminum foil, aerosol cans, coat hangers
u 	Plastic motor oil or chemical containers	
u 	Ceramics, window glass, mirrors, light bulbs,  
	 drinking glasses, and dirty flowerpots

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING: Special curbside 
recycling collection on varied days of the first two full 
weeks of January 2015. Trees are picked up in a 
separate truck. Residents must remove all foreign objects 
(plastic bags, tinsel, ornaments, lights, etc.) Place tree 
curbside on Monday, separate from trash and recycling. 

Regulations State:
u 	No plastic bags
u 	No stumps or logs
u 	No rocks, stones, dirt or sand
u 	No construction waste
u 	No Brush larger than 1” in diameter

 Household Hazardous Waste Day Events

JANUARY  2015
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr	  Sa
	  				     1	  2	  3	
	  4	  5	  6	  7	  8	  9	 10	
	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	
	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	
	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31

FEBRUARY  2015
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr	  Sa
	  1	  2	  3	  4	  5	  6  	 7	
	  8	  9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	
	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	
	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28

MARCH   2015
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr	  Sa
	  1	  2	  3	  4	  5	  6  	 7	
	  8	  9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	
	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	
	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
	 29	 30	 31

APRIL  2015
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr	  Sa
				     1	  2	  3	  4	
	  5	  6	  7	  8	  9	 10	 11	
	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30

MAY  2015
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr Sa
	  					      1	  2	
	  3	  4	  5	  6	  7	  8	  9	
	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	
	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	
	 31

JUNE  2015
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr	  Sa
		   1	  2	  3	  4	  5	  6	
	  7	  8	  9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	
	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
	 28	 29	 30

JULY  2014
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr	  Sa
	  		   1	  2	  3	  4	  5	
	  6	  7	  8	  9	 10	 11	 12	
	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	
	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31	

AUGUST   2014
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr	  Sa
	    					      1	  2	
	  3	  4	  5	  6  	  7	  8	  9	
	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	
	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	
	 31

SEPTEMBER  2014
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr	  Sa
		   1	  2	  3	  4	  5	  6	
	  7	  8	  9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	
	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
	 28	 29	 30

OCTOBER  2014
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr Sa
	  			    1	  2	  3	  4	
	  5	  6	  7	  8	  9	 10	 11	
	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31

NOVEMBER  2014
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr	  Sa
	  						       1	
	  2	  3	  4	  5	  6	  7	  8	
	  9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14 	15	
	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	
	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	
	 30

DECEMBER  2014
	  Su 	  Mo	  Tu	 We	  Th	  Fr	  Sa
		    1	  2	  3	  4	  5	  6	
	  7	   8	  9	 10	 11	 12	 13	
	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	
	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
	 28	 29	 30	 31




