BEDFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Minutes of Meeting

April 22, 2015
Selectmen’s Meeting Room

Town Hall, Bedford, MA 

PRESENT: 
John Willson, Chair; Steven Hagan, Vice-Chair; John Britton, Clerk; Joseph Guardino; Allan Wirth

Elizabeth Bagdonas, Conservation Administrator

Stephanie Ide, Conservation Department Assistant

ABSENT:
Lori Eggert; Andreas Uthoff
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. 

Mr. Willson read the Public Record Statement as approved by Town Counsel on 9/10/12. 

Election of Officers: 
A motion was made by Mr. Hagan and seconded by Mr. Wirth to conduct the Election of Officers for the Conservation Commission. The motion passed 5-0-0. A motion was made by Mr. Britton to nominate Mr. Steven Hagan for Chair of the Conservation Commission. The motion passed 4-0-0. A motion was made by Mr. Hagan to nominate Mr. John Britton as Vice-Chair of the Conservation Commission. The motion passed 4-0-0. A motion was made by Mr. Hagan to nominate Mr. Guardino as Clerk of the Conservation Commission. The motion passed 4-0-0. 

Bylaw Discussion:

The Commission discussed the draft version of the bylaw. A lengthy discussion took place regarding access rights. Mr. Hagan recommended including a reference to the fourth amendment in the section discussing access rights. Mr. Hagan also suggested that a tree be defined as five inches in diameter and at least 5 feet tall. Ms. Bagdonas stated that the tree definition should be moved from the bylaw to the regulations. The Commission would like the existing tree policy included in the bylaw. Ms. Bagdonas said that if it is to be included it should be placed under Emergencies. The Bylaw revisions will be further discussed at the meeting of May 13, 2015.  
Continuation of Request for Determination of Applicability:  1 Russett Road 

Ms. Mary Trudeau was present before the Commission on behalf of Gary Ruping to discuss the approval of wetland flag 5.5 at 1 Russett Road. Ms. Trudeau reminded the Commission that she had previously appeared before them for the proposed demolition of an existing house and construction of a new single family house within the 100-foot buffer zone to bordering vegetated wetland at 1 Russett Road, which included the review of the wetland delineation. The wetland was reviewed by Ms. Bagdonas on April 17, 2015. She pointed out that wetland flag 5.5 is the most upgradient of the flags, and determines the extent of the 100-foot buffer at 1 Russett Road. The connection to other flags can be viewed from this property. 
A motion was made by Mr. Britton and seconded by Mr. Wirth to issue a positive Determination for reason 2A and 5 and a negative Determination for reason four stating that wetland flag 5.5 is the only flag approved on the delineation as it is the only flag that is located on the property. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which the Determination was signed. 
Enforcement: 13 Beacon Street 


Mr. Jonathan Zbikowski and Mrs. Christine Zbikowski, owners of 13 Beacon Street were present before the Commission. Ms. Bagdonas explained that the Zbikowskis were issued an Enforcement Order for the importing of soils to the property and the possible filling of a wetland and buffer zone. The owners immediately stopped work and wish to resolve the matter. The Commission discussed the small possible wetland at 13 Beacon Street and suggested that the owners hire a consultant to evaluate this area. 


A motion was made by Mr. Wirth and seconded by Mr. Britton to ratify the Enforcement Order. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which the Enforcement Order was signed. The Commission will discuss the resolution of this matter at the meeting of May 13, 2015.  
Public Hearing – Notice of Intent: 5 & 7 Alaska 

A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the public notice. The motion passed 5-0-0. Ms. Mary Trudeau was present before the Commission on behalf of David Bernstein to discuss the proposed demolition of an existing house and construction of a single family house and associated utilities within the 100-foot buffer zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetland. Ms. Trudeau stated that calculations for total impervious surface within the 100-foot buffer zone on the property will be 12.1%. 
A motion was made by Mr. Britton and seconded by Mr. Wirth to close the public hearing. The motion passed 5-0-0. The Order of Conditions will be discussed at the meeting of May 13, 2015.
Request for Determination of Applicability: DPW Paving 2015

A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the public notice. The motion passed 5-0-0. Ms. Adrienne St. John, Mr. Dennis Freeman and Ms. Kristin Dowdy of the Town of Bedford Department of Public Works were present before the Commission to discuss several proposed repaving projects within wetland resource areas and buffer zones at various locations in north and south Bedford. Mill and overlay will take place on Carlisle Road. All other areas will be full depth reclamation. Paving will be done between June and October. 

A motion was made by Mr. Britton and seconded by Mr. Wirth to issue a negative Determination for reason three and a positive Determination for reason five which should include a statement that the paving will be done within the buffer zone to bordering vegetated wetland and a portion will be within the riverfront area. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which the Determination was signed. 

Request for Determination of Applicability: Narrow Gauge Rail Trail & Parking


A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the public notice. The motion passed 5-0-0. Ms. Adrienne St. John, Mr. Dennis Freeman and Ms. Kristin Dowdy of the Town of Bedford Department of Public Works were present before the Commission to discuss the proposed refurbishment of the existing stone dust path along the Narrow Gauge Rail Trail from Great Road north to the Billerica town line. The proposed project also includes refurbishment of the parking areas along the rail trail at Pine Hill Road and Sweetwater Avenue. A majority of the project area is within the 100-foot buffer zones to bordering vegetated wetlands. Mr. Freeman will be project manager; he stated that the project will be put out to bid. Straw wattles will be used for erosion control. A discussion took place about the pipe that will be installed to protect the trail from overflow from the nearby Vernal Pool between York and Fawn Lake. 

A motion was made by Mr. Britton and seconded by Mr. Guardino to issue a negative Determination for reason three and a positive Determination for reason five contingent upon receipt of the final design of the overflow pipe crossing the railroad bed. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which the Determination was signed. 
Certificate of Compliance: 7 Bonnievale Drive


Ms. Pamela Brown was present before the Commission on behalf of Nathaniel Brown Jr. requesting a Certificate of Compliance for 7 Bonnievale Drive. A motion was made by Mr. Britton and seconded by Mr. Hagan to issue the Certificate of Compliance contingent upon a site visit being conducted within five working days. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which the Certificate was signed. 
Minutes: 

A motion was made by Mr. Hagan and seconded by Mr. Britton to approve the minutes of December 17, 2014 as written. The motion passed 5-0-0. 

A motion was made by Mr. Hagan and seconded by Mr. Britton to approve the minutes of March 11, 2015 as written. The motion passed 5-0-0. 

A motion was made by Mr. Wirth and seconded by Mr. Guardino to approve the minutes of April 8, 2015 as written. The motion passed 3-0-2 with Mr. Britton and Mr. Hagan abstaining. 
Certificate of Compliance: Bog Bridges 
A motion was made by Mr. Britton and seconded by Mr. Wirth to issue the Certificate of Compliance for the generic bog bridge Order of Conditions. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which the Certificate of Compliance was signed. 
Declaration of Restrictions: Irene Road 

A motion was made by Mr. Wirth and seconded by Mr. Britton to accept the grant of the Declaration of Restrictions for Irene Road. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which it was signed.

10 Highland Avenue: 

The Commission suggested that Ms. Bagdonas write another letter to the owner stating that the Commission will not be paying for a new delineation. Mr. Britton will send Ms. Bagdonas the wording for the letter. 
A motion was made by Mr. Hagan and seconded by Mr. Britton to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed 6-0-0 adjourning the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm. 
The minutes were prepared by Stephanie Ide.

The minutes were approved at the meeting of June 10, 2015.
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