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BOARD OF ASSESSORS 
January 18, 2012 
BEDFORD TOWN HALL 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Bruce Murphy called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM in 

the lower level conference room.   
 
ROLL CALL:  

Members Present: Chairman, Bruce Murphy; John Linz, Richard 
Boffa, and Associate Assessor Bruce Morgan.  

 
GUESTS: None. 
 
MINUTES: The minutes for the meeting of January 11, 2012 were provided. 

John Linz made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by 
Richard Boffa. A unanimous vote was taken on the motion to 
accept the minutes as written. 
 

BUSINESS: 1.  Personal Property update: letters were sent to 119 property 
owners with values less than $2,000 along with abatement 
applications because the Mass. Dept. of Revenue (DOR) legal staff 
said it should be done that way.  

 
2.  John Linz has corresponded with the owner of 10 Fern Way 
who wants an amended tax bill due to a record card error reducing 
his house’s living area to 112 square feet for FY2012.   
 
3.  John Linz did more research into the definition of financial 
hardship and presented a draft of possible guidelines for Clause 
18A exemptions. 
 
4.  Appellate Tax Board (ATB) update: 70 Page Road was settled 
by reducing the building value by 5% based on the functional 
obsolescence of it. 2 Oak Park Drive is being postponed by the 
applicant based on the Board communicating to the owner that the 
Board is standing by the FY2010 value. 350A Concord Rd is 
settled except that it was discovered by the owner’s attorney that 
the FY2009 abatement was never paid. 
 
5.  Bruce Morgan asked if there was a Board policy regarding 
whether or not to do a full sales analysis if an application for 
abatement shows that the only issue is a minor factual change (e.g., 
3 baths to 2 baths) and the Board responded that it wants a sales 
analysis for all applications.  
 
6.  Bruce Morgan asked about any flooding or wetlands policies 
regarding site influences on the land lines of record cards. Board 
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members expressed that there has been a policy related to the 120’ 
contour needing to touch the foundation of a property in order for a 
discount of 5-10% to be applied. That contour is related to the 100-
year flood demarcation. There are no discounts for simply having 
wetlands on a site due to so much of Bedford having wetlands.   
 
7. Signatures were completed as required. 

 
Adjournment: Being no other business, John Linz made a motion to adjourn the 

Open Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Richard Boffa. There 
was no discussion on the motion and all members present voted 
affirmative with the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 
PM. 

  
                    

     
Bruce Morgan, Associate Assessor  
 
Approved by the BOA January 25, 2012 

      
           
  
      John Linz, Clerk 


