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BEDFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

Minutes of Meeting 

January 14, 2015 

Selectmen’s Meeting Room 

Town Hall, Bedford, MA  

 

PRESENT:  Steven Hagan, Vice-Chair; John Britton, Clerk; Joseph Guardino; Lori 

Eggert; Allan Wirth; Andreas Uthoff 

Elizabeth Bagdonas, Conservation Administrator;  

Stephanie Ide, Conservation Department Assistant  

ABSENT: John Willson, Chair  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  

 

Mr. Hagan read the Public Record Statement as approved by Town Counsel on 9/10/12.  

 

 

Continuation of Public Hearing – Notice of Intent: 236 Carlisle Road  

 

Mr. Tom Hughes of Hughes Environmental Consulting and Mr. Michael and Ms. 

Emily McSorley of 236 Carlisle Road were present before the Commission to continue 

the discussion of the proposed construction of an addition, deck and garage within 

Bordering Land Subject to Flooding and the 100-foot buffer zones to Bordering Land 

Subject to Flooding and Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  

Mr. Hughes explained the proposed project changes which include the removal of 

the proposed garage from the 10 year floodplain, the reduced size of the proposed 

attached addition and the reduction of the proposed garage to accommodate one car. Mr. 

Hughes discussed flood storage with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

and has included flood openings without louvers or vents for the new addition and 

garage. The use of the existing home for compensation is no longer necessary but the 

design to use flood vents in the existing foundation will go forward as planned.  

A lengthy discussion took place about flood storage on the property. Ms. 

Bagdonas stated that she was unclear how flood compensation could take place within 

the floodplain. Mr. Hagan recommended that Mr. Hughes request that DEP provide a 

written opinion on compensating for flood storage loss within floodplain and 

recommended that the hearing be continued to the meeting of February 11, 2015. Mr. 

Hughes requested a continuation of the public hearing which was granted.  

 

Request for Determination of Applicability: 2 Hayden Lane 

 

A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the public notice. The 

motion passed 6-0-0. Mr. Curtis McMurtrie was present before the Commission on behalf 

of Virginia McMurtrie to discuss the proposed removal of four trees within bordering 

vegetated wetland and the 100-foot buffer zone to bordering vegetated wetland. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Uthoff and seconded by Mr. Guardino to issue a 

positive Determination for reason five and a negative Determination for reasons two and 

three with the following conditions:  

1. A site visit shall be held with the contractor prior to the removal of trees. 

2. Photographs shall be submitted to the Commission of the replacement tree 

plantings. 

The motion passed 6-0-0, after which the Determination was signed.  

 

Fawn Lake Committee:  

 

 A motion was made and seconded to appoint Mr. Allan Wirth as the 

Commission’s representative to the Fawn Lake Committee. The motion passed 5-0-1 

with Mr. Wirth abstaining.  

 

Order of Conditions: 30 Brooksbie Road  

 

 The Commission reviewed the draft Order of Conditions as prepared by Ms. 

Bagdonas. A motion was made by Mr. Uthoff and seconded by Mr. Wirth to issue the 

Order of Conditions as prepared with an additional figure added in the findings on the 

area of wetland restoration. The motion passed 6-0-0, after which the Order was signed. 

 

Public Hearing – Notice of Intent: 231 Davis Road  

 

A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the public notice. The 

motion passed 5-0-0. Mr. Jack Visniewski of Cornerstone Land Consultants was present 

before the Commission on behalf of Alan & Deborah Edelstein for the proposed 

construction of an addition within Bordering Land Subject to Flooding and the 100-foot 

buffer zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  

Mr. Visniewski stated that the proposed addition would be constructed where the 

existing carport is located. A portion of floodplain would be filled to provide an area for a 

driveway turnaround and a corner of the new structure. Compensation for the flood 

storage loss is proposed along the edge of the mapped floodplain.  

A motion was made by Mr. Britton and seconded by Mr. Guardino to close the 

public hearing. The motion passed 5-0-0. The Order of Conditions will be discussed later 

in the meeting. 

 

Public Hearing – Notice of Intent:  4 Highland Avenue  

 

Mr. and Mrs. Dacayanan and Mary Trudeau appeared before the Commission on 

behalf of the applicants, Andrea and Dante Dacayanan, who propose to build a garage 

attached to the house.  Ms. Trudeau described the existing lot conditions and house 

location, stating that the house had been sited 25 feet from the wetland boundary when 

the original wetland delineation and site development took place in 1993.  She explained 

that the wetland area had not been altered since then and remained undisturbed, with 

substantial tree growth; the wetland boundary, as indicated by the stone bounds placed in 

1993, was still accurate.   
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Ms. Trudeau stated that she had met with the Commission previously to discuss a 

proposal to site a garage partially within the 25-foot buffer, in order to achieve the 

designated setback from the road.  The Commission had advised her to reconsider this 

layout, and a new plan was developed that met the Town’s wetlands bylaw, with a garage 

located to the front of the house.   Ms. Trudeau reported that this proposal was not 

received well by the Zoning Board of Appeals, which reviewed the proposal with respect 

to the owners’ request for variances related to the garage location and reduced setback 

from the road.  She explained that once a decision has been made by the Board, an owner 

cannot reapply for two years. However, it was possible to go back before the Board with 

minor modifications. 

Ms. Trudeau informed the Commission that the Board wishes to defer its decision 

until the Conservation Commission has completed its review.  The current proposal is a 

third option, which almost completely meets the zoning requirements.  A smaller garage 

would be constructed next to the house with a driveway in front of the structure.  The 

garage would extend into part of the 25-foot yard setback (50-foot buffer); there would be 

no intrusion into the 25-foot buffer.  The existing paved driveway would be removed, 

allowing areas of 25-foot buffer to restore to a natural state to the rear of the garage and 

in the adjacent side yard.  Additional buffer zone compensation/restoration within the 

side yard would equal or exceed the proposed intrusion into the 25-foot yard setback.   

The restoration and compensation areas could be planted as woodland.  Ms. Dacayanan 

commented that they were considering some pine trees to create a vegetated screen 

between their house and yard and the bus facility on Railroad Avenue.  There was also a 

review of impervious surface percentages. 

Mr. Britton stated that the current proposal looks like an improvement to the lot.  

He also commented that the applicants might want to consider a retaining wall along the 

side of the driveway, with provision for drainage off the driveway.  Ms. Bagdonas 

observed that the 25-foot buffer is occupied to the rear of the house by minor yard use, 

with the side yard buffer being all lawn.  The proposal to create restoration/compensation 

areas within both 25- and 50-foot buffers would be a significant improvement in 

protection of the wetland.  She suggested that some of the 50-foot yard setback area 

nearest the house might be used for more formal landscaping, since more area was 

proposed for compensation than was actually required. 

A motion was made and seconded to continue the public hearing until January 28th or the 

next scheduled meeting with a quorum.  The motion passed 5-0-0.  

 

Order of Conditions: 26 Independence Road 

 

 The Commission reviewed the draft Order of Conditions as prepared by Ms. 

Bagdonas. A motion was made by Mr. Uthoff and seconded by Mr. Britton to issue the 

Order of Conditions as prepared. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which the Order was 

signed.  
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Order of Conditions: 231 Davis Road  

 

 The Commission agreed to eliminate wetland flag 4 from the final approved plan. 

A motion was made by Mr. Uthoff and seconded by Mr. Britton to issue the Order of 

Conditions as discussed. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which the Order was signed.  

 

Bills Payable:  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Uthoff and seconded by Mr. Britton to issue payment 

in the amount of $30.00 to Mr. Lewis Putney for delivery of an Enforcement Order to 27 

Burlington Road. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which the bills payable form was signed 

 

Certificate of Compliance: 11 Elmbrook Road  

 

 A motion was made by Mr. Uthoff and seconded by Mr. Britton to issue the 

Certificate of Compliance for 11 Elmbrook Road. The motion passed 5-0-0, after which 

the Certificate of Compliance was signed.  

 

 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Guardino and seconded by Mr. Britton to adjourn the 

meeting. The motion passed 5-0-0 adjourning the meeting.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.  

 

The minutes were prepared by Stephanie Ide. 

 

The minutes were approved at the meeting of February 11, 2015. 


