Minutes
Youth and Family Services Committee Meeting

Thursday, March 14, 2013

Members Present: Kristina Philipson, At Large, Chair; Sue Baldauf, Director; Sheryl Barkan, At Large;
Kevin Wormstead, Board of Health

Excused: Alison Malkin, At Large

Members Absent: Tom Pinney, At Large; Jeff Wardwell, Bedford Police; Matt Nicoli, Hanscom Air Force
Base; Selectmen Liaison; School Committee Liaison.

Guest: Kim Seibert, Bedford Citizen

Welcome: The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Kristina Philipson (Chair).

Minutes: The Minutes from January 10, 2013 were reviewed and approved, with Kevin abstaining.

0Old Business:

1.

Programming: Sue reported on the March 20 Youth and Sports Injuries event; April 10t Social
Host Liability with John Scheft, and April 24th event with First Connections on parenting anxious
children. She also gave an update on the positive response to the mental health screenings
available from the YFS website, with monthly tallies of usage numbering about 20 for the different
screenings.

. Grants Update: Sue shared save the date flyers about the May 234 Healthy Bedford planning

event with Mark Fenton and urged members to attend.

. Veterans Update: Sue reported completion of initial interviews for the veterans agent position

and second interviews scheduled for Monday.

Transitional Families in Bedford: The numbers of families at the Bedford Plaza continue to
decrease and now is about 40 families. Due to roof repairs many of the families have been moved
to an upper level where there appear to be more moisture and mold issues. The families were not
happy with that move. The installation of the washer and drier has improved the lives of the
residents.

. Other: Sue mentioned sponsoring a room for a local group desiring to do a benefit for the Food

Pantry from 10 to 5 at Town Center May 11, 2013. She also was proud to report Bedford’s Safe
Routs to School Task Force being awarded an Innovation Award by MassDOT at the annual state
SRTS conference March 13t and passed around a copy of the citation.

New Business:

1.

Gun Safety and What Bedford is Doing: Kristina began the discussion suggested from last
meeting with a brief report about the community forum on sensible gun policy from the night
before, which both she and Sue attended. Key issues related to the public health focus on gun
violence as well as the lack of regulation of the gun industry were highlighted. Discussion focused
on the initial success of the gun buy back program in Bedford coordinated by the Police Chief - 6
guns turned in to date - and Bedford data related to guns. The Chief reported only two incidents of
gun violence, both suicides, over the last 20 years. He reported 627 active gun licenses issued as
of January 1, 2013 and referred citizens to MGL Chapter 140 for specifics on gun licensing issues.
The group mentioned the mental health component as well as the more serious concerns in urban
areas. Sue mentioned that the School Safety Task Force was holding off it s recommendations to
School Committee until after a regional training scheduled for March 19t at MCC.

. Other: Sue reported FY14 budget to basically be level funded. Salary monies for the veterans

agent were transferred to operating to reimburse Lexington for associated costs. When she



receives a final copy from Finance, she will get to members. Sue handed out copies of the BYFS
yellow spring newsletters.

Committee Member Updates:

Kevin Wormstead, Health: Board is revamping the recombinant DNA license, which will affect 9
Bedford permits. They are planning a public hearing at their next meeting and will invite current license
holders. Flu and pneumonia shots remain available at the Health office. He reinforced Sue’s mention of
the 5/23 event with Mark Fenton.

Kristina Philipson, At large: Kristina mentioned recent concerns about the effect of sugar on public
health. Sue reported that they were working with the BPL on a program for kids April 24th during One
Book, One Bedford month focused on healthy snacks.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.
Next Meeting scheduled for May 9, 2013 7:00pm Clerk: Jeff Wardwell, Police

Respectfully Submitted,
Sue Baldauf, Acting Clerk



