Minutes
Youth and Family Services Committee
Thursday March 8, 2012

Members Present: (Chair)Tom Pinney, At-Large; Kristina Philipson, At-Large; Alison Malkin, At-Large;
Sheryl Barkan, At-Large; Cathy Cordes, Selectmen; Noreen O’Gara, School Committee; Kevin Wormstead,
Board of Health; Sue Baldauf, YFS Director; Jeff Wardwell, Police

Members Absent: Matt Nicoli, HAFB

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. By Tom Pinney.
Minutes: Corrected minutes from November 11, 2011 were accepted as amended. The minutes from
January 12, 2012 were accepted as written.

Old Business:

Sue reported on the programs of YFS. A dance is planned for April 27 at the High School. Funds from the
100 Best Communities are being put to use at the Corner for food and snacks. Sue mentioned she may
apply for the Best 100 again this year to help with the Corner funding. She is working with the Board of
Health for a Planning Grant from CHNA for $15,000 for healthy community planning this can be used to
help staff the Safe Routes to School part time coordinator and Bedford in Motion.

New Business:

Youth Risk Behavior survey will be going out soon. Sue is looking for volunteers to review the surveys on
April 4t and 5t from 9-11 AM. Parent Education issues for next year are: talk by Alfie Kohn on
“Homework”; bullying at Lane School; sports injuries; behavior management; technology and kids; and
discussion on new state nutritional guidelines for food in the schools, 30 minutes before and after classes.
The new YFS newsletter is out with a piece on “Ray of Hope” and Fred Gordon’s work with veterans.

Updates from committee participants:

Jeff Wardwell, Police Dept. Jeff reported that the Police Department was unable to obtain the Alcohol
Grant this year. Jeff has been working with kids at the High School on anger issues. He took one student
to tour the Billerica House of Correction. The Police Department is working with youth on the Middlesex
DA'’s office video contest to produce a public service announcement on No Drinking and Driving and
Bullying.

Kristina Philipson, At-Large. Kristina reported she attended the Town Planning Workshop on the
comprehensive plan March 3. She found the workshop very interesting and well attended. People
expressed opinions on both pro commerce and keeping the “Town Character”.

Noreen O’Gara, School Committee. Henry Turner was selected as the new High School principal and
will start on July 1. Kevin Tracy will be the new principal at JGMS. There will probably be more changes
coming soon.

Sue Baldauf, YFS Director. Debbie Hardy, LICSW has plans to retire, she came in 1995.

Cathy Cordes, Selectmen. Cathy is concerned about how cuts in human services on HAFB might affect
the town and HAFB committee Liaison Matt Nicoli. Some services now on base will be cut and people
needing those services may be turning to the neighboring towns. Cathy reported the new garbage
collection system has become less of an issue; amount of recyclables has been up 25%. Cathy also
mentioned the field use policy VPC has been working on with the Selectmen, Recreation, and fields
committee.



Kevin Wormstead, Board of Health, Kevin reported the Board of Health held a Public Hearing on a draft
regulation of the Youth Access to tobacco on March 6. This revision will restrict sales of nicotine delivery
systems (E-cigarettes) to those under 18, prohibit tobacco sales at healthcare and educational
institutions and require cigars be packaged at least 4 to a pack or a minimum retail price of $2.50. This
would restrict both CVS and Stop & Shop from selling tobacco products since they both have pharmacies.
The board did receive letters in opposition from 3 trade groups and one store owner in town appeared at
the hearing protesting the minimum pricing of cigars as an intrusion on running his business. A
representative of Altria Corporation (Philip Morris) and D] Wilson of the Massachusetts Municipal
Association were present at the meeting. The board is waiting from input from the town counsel and will
conclude the hearing its April meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Kevin Wormstead



