
ñWe shape our buildings; thereafter, they shape usò - Winston Churchill 
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Architectural Design Review Guidelines 
for 

Commercial and Mixed-Use Developments 
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Purpose of the ByLaw 
 

ß Preserve and enhance the New England character of the Bedfordôs commer-
cial centers and thoroughfares. 

ß Promote attractive development of commercial areas. 

ß Streamline the approval process for commercial development. 

ß Relate commercial properties both visually and physically to surrounding 
land uses. 

ß Facilitate a more walkable and healthier suburban atmosphere that inte-
grates the needs of pedestrians with those of drivers. 

ß Protect property values by enhancing the townôs appearance. 

The Top 10 Elements for  
Successful Pedestrian-Friendly Commercial Buildings Are 

 
ß A modest building scale. 

ß An orientation toward the street, with maximum frontage on the street. 

ß Close proximity to the street. 

ß Parking behind the buildings. 

ß A place for pedestrian amenities such as plazas and benches. 

ß Big windows on the ground floor, with no blank walls. 

ß A broken-up roof-scape. 

ß Use of natural materials such as wood, brick, or stone. 

ß Camouflaged large parking areas, storage spots, and mechanical equipment. 
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Sovereign Bank on The Great Road in Bedford 

Post Office at Bedford Shopping Plaza 

119 The Great Road, Bedford 

90 The Great Road in Bedford  138 The Great Road in Bedford 

Types of Architecture That Are Encouraged 
 

Illustrations of Single-Structure Commercial Buildings  
 

Bedford has many examples of single-structure commercial buildings, most of which used to be residential 

building that are now used commercially (see below). These buildings reflect New England heritage, as 

they represent specific architectural styles that existed throughout Bedford history, such as Colonial, Feder-

al, Greek Revival, and Victorian (see pg. 13). Sovereign Bank on The Great Road and the Post Office at 

Bedford Shopping Plaza are examples of new single structure commercial buildings that respect these 

styles as well. 

Examples of  Federal and Greek Revival Architecture in Bedford 
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Types of Architecture That Are Encouraged 
 

Illustrations of Single-Structure Commercial Buildings  

Examples of  Corporate Architecture  

That Respects Tradit ional  New England Her i tage 

Examples of  Victorian architecture in Bedford 

34 South Road in Bedford 

140 The Great Road in Bedford 

McDonalds in Lexington, MA 

Dunkin Donuts in Lexington, MA 


