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A rchitecture and planning can either enhance or undermine the quality of life. Well-

designed burldings in well-planned communities can bring people together and make life
better. Alternatively, bad architecture in a poorly planned place can separate people and
make life less attractive. The goal of these guidelines 1s to help improve the design quality of
Bedford’s retail districts, helping to attract customers to the area and encourage economic re-
vitalization.

This handout does not dictate rules, such as the buildings setbacks and heights that are
found in the bylaws. Instead, i1t suggests the elements of what the town of Bedford considers
beautiful functional design for the commercial area and illustrates these elements with photos
taken around town and surrounding areas. We hope these illustrations will serve as an inspi-

ration for your design!
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Types of Architecture

lllustrations of Single-Structure Commercial Buildings

Bedford has many examples of sirsfifacture commercial buildings, most of which used to be residen

building that are now used commerciatlye( beloyy These buildings reflect New England heritage, as

they represent specific architectural styles that existed throughout Bedford history, such as Coloni r-
al, Greek Revival, and Victoriage€ pg. J3Sovereign Bank on The Great Road and the Post Office a

Bedford Shopping Plaza are examplesapisingle structure commercial buildings that respect these

styles as well.

Examples ofederal and Greek Revival Architecturan Bedford

138 The Great Road inBedo



Types of Architecture Th

lllustrations of Single-Structure Commercial Buildings

34 South Road in Bedford

Rt g o
140 The Great Road in Bedford

Examples ofCorporate Architecture
That Respects Traditional New England Heritage

Dunkin Donuts in Lexington, MA

McDonalds in Lexington, MA




